United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 633
Humboldt, NE 68376
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Humboldt and Table Rock
United Methodist Churches
Humboldt UMC
Due to Covid Restrictions,
we will NOT have our annual
Harvest Festival or Auction.
See you next year.

Humboldt UMC
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Wednesday Bible Study 8 a.m.

October
2017

Pastor Dorothy Cell: 1-402-6796216
Check out our website:
www.humboldttablerockumc.org

Table Rock UMC
Due to Covid Restrictions
We will NOT serve
Thanksgiving dinner .
Enjoy Thanksgiving with
your family or friends.
Maybe next year.
Table Rock UMC
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
10:15 a.m. Sunday School
Wed. Bible Study 9:30 am.

Pastoral Ponderings
Harvest 2020 is nearly in the books. In the area around us we have been blessed with abundant
crops. It has been one of the few bright spots in a difficult year. I have a hard time believing that
another month has passed, and we are still under restrictions due to a pandemic.
If you have been following us on Facebook or You Tube, you know how hard it has been to adapt
to changing circumstances. I began recording and posting short services with just me and my
phone in my office. Then I learned how to use zoom to record and how to use a green screen and
add scenery behind me. Eventually, we able to return to the sanctuary with distancing
restrictions. The larger area made recording with a phone more difficult. The sound quality was
poor. In Humboldt, Sarah Nims helped me. We added amplifiers and more microphones. That
was moderately helpful. In Table Rock Amy Hunzeker and Deb Aylor helped me when they could.
We couldn’t use hymnals or bulletins for months. Table Rock was ready for that since they had
been using a screen for three years. But Humboldt had not used that technology. I set up a screen
and moved the little projector back and forth from Table Rock. It was a rush between services to
get everything packed up, moved, unpacked and hooked up again.
Eventually I was able to purchase a used television and buy a splitter. Then at Humboldt, in the
bigger sanctuary, we could have screens on both sides of the sanctuary. It was better, but still the
livestreaming was a moving target. Both at Table Rock and Humboldt, part of the time the image
would roll on its side.
Then I got some training in a free broadcasting system. We discovered after one failure that it will
not work in Table Rock without high-speed internet. In Humboldt, after some false starts, we now
can livestream directly from my laptop. A newer laptop, a cheap webcam and a small external
microphone have increased the sound quality. Our latest addition has been closed captioning.
Although it doesn’t always catch my words perfectly and it rarely knows how to spell proper
names, it is an advantage for the hearing impaired at home and in the sanctuary.
Several people in Humboldt have expressed interest in making the screens permanent and better
quality and getting them up and out of the way. Also, they have investigated the purchase of a
better camera with the capability to zoom in on various parts of the sanctuary. These folks have
been worshipping in the sanctuary since June and realize that I can use more visual aids during the
sermons as well as share photos, etc. to enhance worship not to distract from worship.
Some think these screens would only be for the young, but I am having good feedback from 80
and 90-year-old members who appreciate the large font for hymns and like to read along with the
scripture. Just l last week I put up a video of Pastor Jackie and Jorene Herr in a duet that they had
recorded earlier. From week to week we don’t know the CDC restrictions or the Covid stats for
the local communities. It is nice to be able to add some virtual participation of those who are
sheltering.
We can’t say we have enjoyed the CDC restrictions. But we also must admit that we have learned
from them. “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those
who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.” Romans 8:28 NLT
Pastor Dorothy

Humboldt UMC Administrative Council Meeting
October 6, 2020
The Administrative Council meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Steffen on
Tuesday, October 6, 2020, at 7:30 PM. Ten members were present. The meeting was
opened with a prayer by Pastor Dorothy.
The Minutes of the September meeting were read by the Secretary. The Treasurer’s Report
for September was presented by Treasurer Brenda Frederick.
Topics of discussion:
• installation of keyless entry locks for the church;
• information regarding the possibility of installing large television screens in the front
of the church sanctuary;
• approval of a 4% raise for Pastor Dorothy; achievement of Fully Certified Licensed
Pastor status by Pastor Dorothy.
The meeting was adjourned.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 3, 2020 at 7:30 PM.
Gloria Hunzeker,
Secretary
UMW News

Table Rock will hold its November meeting Sunday, November 8, 2020 at noon in the
Fellowship Hall. It will be a potluck meal following CDC guidelines. Please wear a mask
except while you are seated. Please only eight per table. Hand sanitizer and gloves will be
provided at the beginning of the line and are required. This is our annual family day. All
members, male and female are welcome to attend. UMW will hold a short business
meeting after dessert to vote on the 2021 budget.
**********************************************************************
Humboldt UMW has suspended meetings until all CDC restrictions have been removed.
Many chapters across the Great Plains have been dwindling over the years and have now
decided to dissolve. Unless things pick up after the first of the year, our little ladies’ group
may unfortunately follow suit.
The first computer was in the Garden of Eden. It was an Apple with very little
memory. One byte and it all crashed.

Above the junior class sold pumpkins donated by John Cander to raise money for prom.
We happily let them set up on the church empty lot. That leads to the groaner of the month:
Q: How do you fix a broken jack-o-lantern? A: With a pumpkin patch.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who donated coats, hats,
scarves, mittens, gloves or money to the
Coats for Kids drive. This year Donna and
Trudy shopped in person and Jolene
shopped online. Above, Teresa Jeys, Donna
Koehn and Trudy Fankhauser arrange the
coats by size in the auditorium which
allowed for much more social distancing.
Thanks again to all who made our seventh
year successful. Your generosity warmed
our hearts and the coats will warm the
children.

Technology to the rescue!
Above six members met in the fellowship hall and six members joined us via zoom for our
charge conference. How wonderful to be able to include those who were sheltering at
home and two who live in Colonial Acres!
Below a prerecorded duet was imbedded in the PowerPoint at church so we could have
special music even with tightened restrictions keeping the choir loft empty for a couple
more weeks.

If you have been having trouble finding our services on
Facebook, log into your account. Search for Humboldt
United Methodist or Table Rock United Methodist. Then
“Like” us with the little thumbs up symbol and then click
on “Follow”. Then if you are on Facebook a minute or
two before regular service times, you should get a
message that says we are live.

Above right: George gives Dorothy
a balloon and a card and gift from
the Table Rock Congregation for
Pastor-Appreciation Month. Thank
you to all who remembered me
for pastor-appreciation month. I
received many cards and notes,
gifts, meals, gift cards and cash.
Your generosity astonishes me!
God bless you all! Pastor Dorothy

Bible Quiz (answers on page 7)
1. How many words are in the shortest verse in the Bible?
2. Who is the oldest man mentioned in the Bible?
3. What book in the Bible doesn’t mention God by name?
4. Who are the five angels mentioned by name in the Bible?
5. What so-called mythological creature is mentioned in the Bible?
6. What is the last word in the Bible?
7. How many wives did King Solomon have?
8. What two men in the Bible never died?
9. Who shut the door of Noah’s ark?
10. What street did Judas live on?
11. Which apostle was a tentmaker?
12. How long did Jesus hang on the cross?
13. What were the first spoken words in the Bible?
14. Who was the only female judge of Israel in the Old Testament?
15. What book in the Bible mentions mowed grass?

Humboldt Celebrations
3-Nov
Donna Koehn
4-Nov
William Tichy
5 -Nov
Jim Shupp
8-Nov
Dixie Coggin
11-Nov
Dick Ogle
13-Nov
Gene & Annie May (A)
14-Nov
Britt Douglas
14-Nov
Tallon Wamsley
17-Nov
Alan King
17-Nov
Gina Bittner
17-Nov
Merlin Phillips
18-Nov
Avery Hilgenfeld
25-Nov
Debbie Hammon
29-Nov
Suzanne Lambrecht
Humboldt Events
Every Wednesday 8:00 a.m. Bible Study
Nov. 1: All Saints Sunday
Nov. 3: Trustee Meeting 7 p.m.
Administration board 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 5: Ministerial Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Nov. 8: Polka Sunday with Lenny Blecha III
Nov. 8-10: Pastor’s last residency training
Nov. 15: ETS at Titan Diner at noon
Nov. 22: Pastor at Colonial Acres
Nov. 25: No Bible Study or
Youth Group this week
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving
NO HARVEST FESTIVAL MEAL OR AUCTION

Table Rock Celebrations
5-Nov Shad Gager
11-Nov Mike Comstock
15-Nov Terri Jo Vrtiska
18-Nov Larry Gilbert
24-Nov Velma Willet
25-Nov Kim Vrtiska
26-Nov Mary & Mike Comstock (A)
29-Nov Amanda Dyas
30-Nov Diane Lewis
(And others who wish to be unnamed)

Table Rock Events
* Bible Study Every Wednesday 9:30 a.m.
*Sunday, November 8:
Polka Sunday with Lenny Blecha III
UMW Family Potluck at noon
November 17: 7:00 p.m. Ad Board
NO THANKSGIVING MEAL AT
CHURCH THIS YEAR DUE TO COVID
RESTRICTIONS.

November 8 with Trey
Blecha on accordion.
9 a.m. at Table Rock;
10:45 a.m. at Humboldt

Answers to the quiz:
1. Two. “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) 2. Methuselah. He lived 969 years. (Genesis 5:27)
3. The book of Esther. 4. According to CARM.org, the five angels are Abbadon, Gabriel, Michael,
Beelzebub, and Satan. 5. Unicorns, in the King James translation. (Isaiah 34:7). 6. Amen.
(Revelation 22:21) 7. He had 700 wives and 300 concubines. (1 Kings 11:3) 8. Elijah (2 Kings
2:11) and Enoch (Genesis 5:21-24) 9. God. (Genesis 7:16) 10. Straight street. (Acts 9:11)
11. Paul. (Acts 18:1-3) 12. Six hours - from the third hour to the ninth hour. (Mark 15:25-37)
13. “Let there be light.” (Genesis 1:3) 14. Deborah. (Judges 4) 15. Psalms. (Psalms 72:6)

Sunday
1

8

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3
Donna Koehn

4
William Tichy

5

6

7

(H):
Trustees 7p
Ad B’rd 7:30 p

Bible Study
(H) 8:00 a.m.
(TR) 9:30 a.m.
Youth Group 7 p

10

11
Veteran’s day

13

14

9

Dixie Coggin

Jim Shupp
Shad Gager

12

Gene & Annie
May (A)

Dick Ogle
Mike Comstock
Bible Study
(H) 8:00 a.m.
(TR) 9:30 a.m.

UMW (TR)
Family potluck at
noon

Youth 7 p.m.

15

16

17

18

Britt Douglas
Tallon Wamsley

Terri Vrtiska

Alan King
Gina Bittner
Merlin Phillips

Larry Gilbert
Avery Hilgenfeld

ETS Titan noon

TR Ad B’rd 7 pm

22

23

24
Velma Willet

30

Amanda Dyas
Susan Lambrecht

Diane Lewis

UMCOR student
day offering

December 1
.

20

21

26
Thanksgiving
Mike & Mary
Comstock (A)

27

28

December 4

December 5

Oaklynn J
Stutheit

Rock Herr

Bible Study
(H) 8:00 a.m.
(TR) 9:30 a.m.
Youth Group 7 p

25
Kim Vrtiska
Debbie Hammon

No Bible Study
or Youth Group
this week

29

19

December 2
Carter Drake
Bible Study
(H) 8:00 a.m.
(TR) 9:30 a.m.
Youth Group 7 p

No meal at
Table Rock

December 3

